Learning English through Poems and Songs


Module Introduction

Teacher’s Notes
Introduction (10 minutes)

In the first lesson, teachers might like to briefly introduce the module, explain its aims and objectives and outline its content, which may comprise some of the following:

· learning about some basic characteristics of English poems and songs (e.g. rhyme, rhythm, images)

· reading a selection of poems

· writing a number of different types of poetry

· listening to a selection of songs

· adding verses( to songs or writing/re-writing song lyrics
· considering the place of songs in advertising

· listening to some songs in the musical Oliver!
· taking part in a song performance

· making a presentation on some favourite poems or songs

· creating a Poem and Song Journal
It should be noted that this list is not exhaustive, and teachers might like to add more items or drop some of them, depending on students’ needs, interests and abilities. In preparation for the module, students should be asked to start collecting English poems and songs from books, websites, the radio, television and CDs. They would need to bring at least one poem and one song to share with their classmates in the next lesson.
They will work on a range of assignments during the module, such as written personal responses to poems and songs, creative work, presentations and performances. The written work should be kept in a folder. It may also be a good idea to let them know that “poem” in the module is taken to mean everything from serious poetry to the verses inside greetings cards. 

Warm-up Activity (30 minutes)
Teachers may need to modify the handout based on how they would like to conduct the activity to fit students’ needs. For instance, instead of having the teacher read a poem or play a song, students who feel ready could be invited to share with the class the poems/songs they have brought and invite other students to respond to the pieces.
Poem and Song Journal (30 minutes)
The handout introduces students to the Poem and Song Journal they are encouraged to keep for learning and assessment purposes for the module. The approach offered in the handout is a flexible one. Teachers might like to modify the handout according to the requirements considered appropriate for their students.
Assessment of the module will focus on the work produced during the module, such as written personal responses to poems and songs, creative work, presentations and performances. The written work should be kept in a folder, which can be handed in to the teacher periodically for review and comments. Teachers may consider using or adapting the “Journal Entry Feedback Form” on page T5 for this purpose or for students’ self or peer evaluation.
Three examples of journal entries are included in the student’s handout. Teachers can use any they deem suitable.  Entry 1 is intended to be straightforward and relatively easy. Entry 2 needs a little more sophistication and Entry 3 a little more again. Depending on students’ needs and abilities, teachers could give out all three to stimulate students to produce a varied and interesting journal.
As an alternative to reading all these examples in class, teachers could read a poem, ask a student to read one or play a song. Some types of response which can be made could then be pointed out. At this stage, it might be helpful for teachers to give students some guidelines on what aspects of a song/poem students could pay more attention to or comment on, such as the themes, language features, emotions expressed through the choice of words of a poem or the lyrics and melody of a song, etc, which would be discussed in greater detail in the rest of the module. It might also be useful to ask students to start listening out for good advertising jingles and other things needed later in the module. Sample student works or works from teenagers worldwide could be shown to students to further stimulate their imagination and creativity. 
	Catering for Learner Diversity
There is a choice of handouts to meet different needs, and teachers may vary the assessment requirements to meet the needs of their students.



Module Presentation (10 minutes)

Some guidelines on what students could include in the end-of-module presentation are provided in the student’s handout. Teachers might also like to refer students to Part 5 for further details and vary the requirements and arrangements as appropriate for their students.
Journal Entry Feedback Form*

	Tick the appropriate boxes and give your comments in the space provided.


	
	Needs

Improvement
	Satisfactory
	Well Done

	Content

· At least one poem/song is included
· The theme of the poem/song is clearly introduced
· Personal response to the work is clearly presented with illustrations from the poem/song
· Ideas and comments are relevant to poem/song

· The content is interesting/insightful on the whole
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	Organisation

· The overall structure is clear

· The ideas are well-connected
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	Language and Style

· Sentences are well-formed
· Words and expressions are appropriately used 
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	General Comments




*Teachers might like to adapt this feedback form to suit their students’ needs.
























































































( The word “verse” has several meanings. It is used as a synonym for “stanza” (i.e. a group of lines in poems and songs) in different parts of this package.
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